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What	does	confederacy	of	dunces	mean

Examples	OpenSubtitles2018.v3	A	Confederacy	of	Dunces	is	written	by	John	Kennedy	Toole.	OpenSubtitles2018.v3	Another	emblematic	example	is	John	Kennedy	Toole’s	A	Confederacy	of	Dunces.	Literature	The	most	significant	novel	featuring	the	city	may	be	the	Pulitzer	Prize-winning	A	Confederacy	of	Dunces	by	John	Kennedy	Toole	(1980).
WikiMatrix	Boethius	and	Consolatio	Philosophiae	are	cited	frequently	by	the	main	character	Ignatius	J.	Reilly	in	the	Pulitzer	Prize-winning	A	Confederacy	of	Dunces	(1980).	LASER-wikipedia2	It	also	appeared	in	the	novel	A	Confederacy	of	Dunces	by	John	Kennedy	Toole	on	a	sign	composed	by	the	main	character.	WikiMatrix	In	1982,	Ramis	was
attached	to	direct	the	film	adaptation	of	the	Pulitzer	Prize-winning	book	A	Confederacy	of	Dunces	by	John	Kennedy	Toole.	WikiMatrix	Australian	newspaper	The	Daily	Telegraph	published	an	article	titled	"The	CIA	couldn't	have	organised	this	..."	which	said	"The	same	people	who	are	making	a	mess	of	Iraq	were	never	so	clever	or	devious	that	they
could	stage	a	complex	assault	on	two	narrow	towers	of	steel	and	glass"	and	"if	there	is	a	nefarious	plot	in	all	this	bad	planning,	it	is	one	improvised	by	a	confederacy	of	dunces".	WikiMatrix	First	edition	Novel,	1980	approx.	140,000	words	On	Greatest	lists	▽	△	Notable	lines	▽	△	THE	NOVEL	An	intellectual	Falstaff	The	story	behind	the	discovery	of	this
novel	has	become	such	an	inspiring	and	sad	modern	legend	that	I	want	to	be	able	to	say	the	novel	itself	is	brilliant.	Either	that,	or	be	able	to	call	it	a	disaster—to	spite	misguided	critics	and	its	legion	of	devoted	fans.	But	I	can't	do	either.	A	Confederacy	of	Dunces	is	diverting	and	intermittently	humorous	in	an	odd	and	intellectual	way.	Even	pathetic	in
a	twisted	way.	But	it	never	excites	me	either	mentally	or	viscerally.	I	certainly	don't	find	it	uproariously	funny	or	deeply	touching,	as	others	report.	This	is	not	to	say	A	Confederacy	of	Dunces	won't	endure	as	a	classic	novel	in	the	category	of	grotesque	realism.	Just	that	it's	not	the	kind	of	writing	that	excites	me.	I	do,	though,	recognize	the	tremendous
skill	the	previously	unheralded	Toole	displays	in	maintaining	the	bizarre	characters	without	ever	losing	control	or	credibility	and	in	perfectly	meshing	them	in	a	helter-skelter	plot	that	nonetheless	coheres	and	comes	together	beautifully	at	the	end.	The	title	is	a	quote	from	Jonathan	Swift:	"When	a	true	genius	appears	in	the	world,	you	may	know	him
by	this	sign,	that	the	dunces	are	all	in	confederacy	against	him."	The	title	would	be	approved	by	the	unlikely	protagonist	Ignatius	J.	Reilly.	The	grossly	overweight,	lazy	and	ridiculous	Reilly	considers	himself	a	misunderstood	genius	who	is	always	about	to	burst	forth	onto	the	world	to	put	it	right,	if	only	all	the	small-minded	fools	would	follow	his
bizarre	instructions.	Much	of	the	novel,	set	in	the	early	1960s,	follows	the	disastrous	attempts	of	this	outcast	from	the	decaying	upper	class	of	New	Orleans	to	get	a	job	in	the	city's	colourful	French	Quarter.	Real	life	novelist	Walker	Percy	in	the	foreword	describes	Reilly	as	a	"slob	extraordinaire,	a	mad	Oliver	Hardy,	a	fat	Don	Quixote,	a	perverse
Thomas	Aquinas	rolled	into	one".	I	would	add	Falstaff	to	the	ingredients,	for	Reilly's	idealism	is	more	than	tinged	with	transparent	self-deception	and	self-pity.	The	other	characters	are	equally	larger	than	life,	if	not	as	fully	nuanced.	Most	memorable	is	Reilly's	mother,	clinging	and	cloying,	and	annoyingly	ignorant	by	turns.	Also	Jones,	the	black,
sabotaging	floor	sweeper	at	the	Night	of	Joy	nightclub	where	Ignatius	wreaks	his	climactic	havoc.	All	good	fun,	and	well	done.	Just	doesn't	move	me	particularly.	—	Eric	McMillan	THE	NOVEL	It's	hard	to	get	A	Confederacy	of	Dunces	in	a	nutshell.	In	part,	this	is	because	the	novel	is	picaresque,	meaning	it's	a	bunch	of	episodic	adventures	sprawling
across	the	(mostly)	seedier	side	of	New	Orleans.	In	short,	this	one's	a	rambler.	The	biggest	reason	the	novel	is	hard	to	fit	in	a	nutshell,	though,	is	because	so	much	of	it	deals	with	Ignatius	J.	Reilly—and	Ignatius	is	a	very	big	fellow	indeed.	When	he	"shifts	from	one	hip	to	another	in	his	lumbering	elephantine	fashion	[…]	waves	of	flesh"	(1.2)	roll	and
belch,	causing	nutshells	to	weep	and	fracture	from	sheer	frustration.	Ignatius's	refusal	to	be	contained	in	a	nutshell	is	not	just	a	matter	of	girth,	though,	and	his	stubbornness	matches	his	bulk.	The	novel	consists	of	people	trying	to	shove	him	into	one	nutshell	after	another	(these	nutshells	often	look	like	jobs),	and	watching	him	wriggle	enormously	out
of	them.	So	when	he	is	hired	to	file,	he	throws	out	the	files,	and	when	he	is	hired	to	be	a	hot	dog	vendor,	well,	he	eats	the	hot	dogs.On	the	one	hand,	the	fact	that	Ignatius	cannot	be	contained	is	a	sign	of	his	uniqueness.	No	one,	as	he	says,	understands	"the	grandeur	of	my	physique;	the	complexity	of	my	worldview."	(9.190)	On	the	other	hand,	though,
Ignatius	isn't	all	that	unique.	On	the	contrary,	just	about	everyone	in	the	novel	is	out	of	place	in	their	own	way,	and	this	book	pictures	the	funky,	oddball	city	of	New	Orleans	as	a	kind	of	island	of	misfit	toys.	All	the	nuts	are	cracked,	and	most	of	them—like	the	Dr.	Nut	soft	drink	that	Ignatius	adores—will	give	you	gas.The	novel	itself,	like	its	characters,
had	a	heap	of	trouble	finding	a	place.	Its	author,	John	Kennedy	Toole,	tried	to	get	the	novel	published	for	two	years	before	repeated	demands	for	changes	and	revisions	finally	led	him	to	shelve	the	book.	He	committed	suicide	in	1969,	but	his	mother	found	a	smeared	carbon	copy	of	the	manuscript	and	worked	ceaselessly	for	years	to	bring	it	to	the
attention	of	publishers.	She	finally	interested	the	author	Walker	Percy	in	the	manuscript,	and	he	helped	shepherd	it	to	publication	in	1980.	The	book	won	the	Pulitzer	Prize	in	1981,	and	is	now	widely	considered	a	classic,	but	it	continues	to	confound	efforts	at	a	movie	adaptation.	Actors	from	John	Belushi	to	Divine	to	John	Candy	to	Chris	Farley	have
been	suggested	for	the	role	of	Ignatius.	Every	one	of	them	died	while	the	project	was	still	working	its	way	through	development	hell,	though,	and	then	the	destruction	of	New	Orleans	in	2005	by	Hurricane	Katrina	complicated	hopes	of	filming	in	the	city.	Maybe	the	film	is	cursed—or	maybe	Ignatius,	who	often	rails	against	the	depravity	of	the	movies,
may	just	be	too	large	and	too	weird	to	fit	on	the	big	screen.	You	should	care	about	this	book	because	it	is	about	money.	And	everybody	cares	about	money.	With	money,	you	can	buy	Dr.	Nut	soda	and	go	to	the	movies	and	pay	the	lawyers	off	when	you	run	into	a	building,	but	without	money,	you	have	to	sweep	floors	and	the	lawyers	will	eat	you.	And	if
you	don't	care	about	money…	well,	what	kind	of	slacker	are	you?Ignatius	Reilly	is	a	big,	fat	slacker,	and	he	insists	that	he	does	not	need	or	want	your	stinking	money.	"I	would	agitate	quite	adamantly	if	I	suspected	that	anyone	were	attempting	to	help	me	upward	toward	the	middle-class"	(5.185),	he	declares,	and	he	fights	tooth	and	nail	and	outsized
stomach	against	his	mother's	efforts	to	force	him	to	get	a	job.	And	yet,	the	insistence	that	he	is	not	a	rat	in	a	rat	race	often	just	seems	to	make	Ignatius	race	around	in	an	even	more	rat-like	fashion.	Not	working	doesn't	free	him	from	material	concerns;	it	just	means	that	he	has	to	scheme	and	plot	and	cheat	all	the	time	in	order	to	finance	his	trips	to
the	movie	theater	so	he	can	bellow	in	rage	at	what	shallow	materialist	tripe	they're	showing	up	there	on	the	screen.	In	other	words,	without	a	job,	his	life	is	in	many	ways	even	more	determined	by	money	than	it	would	be	if	he	were	employed.	Ignatius	isn't	alone,	either;	everyone	else	in	the	book	is	also	chasing,	or	more	accurately,	being	chased	by
their	jobs	and	the	money	associated	with	those	jobs	(albeit	without	quite	so	much	belching).	Burma	Jones	has	to	get	a	job	sweeping	floors	for	nothing	so	the	police	won't	arrest	him	for	vagrancy,	while	up	the	economic	ladder,	Gus	Levy	feels	ill	every	time	he	goes	near	the	garment	company	he	owns.	And	that's	just	to	name	a	few.	So	whether	you're	rich
or	poor,	aspiring	to	the	middle-class	or	aspiring	to	opt	out,	work	and	money	will	kick	you	in	the	posterior,	heap	ridicule	upon	you,	and	close	all	your	valves.	You	are	someday	going	to	head	out	to	make—or	not	make—your	fortune,	and	you	are	going	to	be	humiliated	and	beaten	down	in	the	process.	So	it's	best	to	read	A	Confederacy	of	Dunces	and	be
prepared.	A	Tour	Through	Ignatius's	New	OrleansA	writer	has	gone	through	the	entire	novel,	visited	every	single	place	mentioned	in	it,	and	taken	photographs.	From	a	bus	station	like	that	in	which	Officer	Mancuso	spent	his	lonely	vigil	to	the	Prytania	movie	theater,	everything	is	here.Articles	and	InterviewsThe	Confederacy	of	Dunces	in	Development
HellThe	long,	painful,	unsuccessful	history	of	trying	to	make	a	movie	version	of	A	Confederacy	of	Dunces.The	Real-Life	Ignatius	ReillyAn	excerpt	from	Cory	MacLauchlin's	biography	of	John	Kennedy	Toole	Butterfly	in	the	Typewriter,	which	reveals	the	true-life,	fat,	lazy,	flatulent	lover	of	Boethius	who	inspired	the	creation	of	Ignatius	Reilly.Searching
for	the	Original	Manuscript	of	A	Confederacy	of	DuncesCory	MacLauchlin,	Toole's	biographer,	describes	his	effort	to	find	the	original	manuscript	of	the	novel.Toole's	Life,	Book,	and	SuicideCory	MacLauchlin	describes	Toole's	failed	efforts	to	publish	his	book,	and	his	slide	into	depression	and	eventually	suicide.Loving	Ignatius	ReillyGiancarlo
DiTrapano	explains	how	he	realized	he	was	gay	after	reading	about	Ignatius	Reilly	masturbating.	VideoOne	of	the	Funniest	Books	Ever	WrittenIn	a	brief	video,	author	Michael	Lewis	argues	that	John	Kennedy	Toole	captured	New	Orleans	street	life	like	no	other	writer.A	Biography	of	John	Kennedy	TooleThe	one-hour	documentary	biography	John
Kennedy	Toole:	Omega	Point,	available	for	viewing	at	the	film's	official	website.ImagesThe	Ignatius	Reilly	StatueA	bronze	statue	of	Ignatius	Reilly	stands	on	Canal	Street	in	New	Orleans	at	the	former	site	of	the	D.H.	Holmes	Department	Store,	where	the	first	scene	of	A	Confederacy	of	Dunces	takes	place.	Reilly	is	dressed	in	his	standard	get-up	of
hunting	cap,	baggy	pants	and	scarf.The	D.H.	Holmes	Department	StoreThe	store	outside	which	the	first	scene	of	the	novel	takes	place.	The	department	store	was	changed	into	a	hotel	in	1995.A	Sexy	Image	From	Red	DustA	still	from	the	film	that	inspired	Mr.	Reilly	to	uncharacteristic	amorousness,	culminating	in	Ignatius's	conception.
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